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WILLIAM CASLON FOUNDED THE CASLON FOUNDRYELL'S FOUNDRY

IN 1739 (PREVIOUSLY GODFREY HEAD'S 1685-1700). THE OTHER
HALF WAS PURCHASED BY JOHN JAMES, SON OF THOMAS JAMES.
JOHN JAMES ALSO PURCHASED AT AROUND 1716-1764, WHICH
BECAME THE LEADING ENGLSH TYPEFOUNDRY OF THE 18TH AND EARLY
19TH CENTURIES. HE ACQUIRED MOIETY OF HALF OF ROBERT MITCH
JACOB ILIVE IN 1840 AND LATER AN IMPORTANT PURCHASE WAS THE
FOUNDRY OF THOMAS GROVER IN 1758 - ULTIMATELY COMBINING
UNDER HIS DIRECTION NINE OLD ENGLISH FOUNDRIES (ACCORDING
TO TALBOT REED'S «THE OLD ENGLISH LETTER FOUNDRIES»). JOHN
JAMES, WILLIAM CASLON | AND BASKERVILLE AS THE ONLY THREE
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE TRADE IN THE COUNTRY. WILLIAM CASLON
| HAD TWO APPRENTICES IN HIS SHEFFIELD FOUNDRY, THOMAS
COTTRELL AND JOSEPH JACKSON. THEY STARTED A FOUNDRY OF
THEIR OWN IN DIRECT COMPETITION TO THEIR EMPLOYER IN 1757.
IN 1759 JACKSON ENTERED THE NAVY LEAVING COTTRELL TO CARRY
ON ALONE. JACKSON LEFT THE NAVY IN 1763 AND CONTINUED TO

BE EMPLOYED IN THOMAS COTTRELL, NEVEIL'S COURT 1759'1785
FOUNDRY FOR A SHORT TIME. HE COMMENCED BUSINESS IN A
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